Role of NK cells in mismatched unrelated haematopoietic stem-cell transplantation: fact or fiction?
The role of alloreactive NK cells in haematopoietic stem-cell transplantation is a controversial topic. Different studies come up with different conclusions. This is mainly due to heterogeneous patient populations, differences in the sources of haematopoietic stem cells and various conditioning regimens. International collaboration is essential to reveal in which situation NK cell alloreactivity plays a role and, if so, whether it is beneficial or detrimental for patient survival.